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Subject:  Leaving Certificate English
Teacher: Miss Kelly

Lesson1:  Introduction to the exam

1. Learning Intentions

• I will understand the layout of the higher-level English paper.
• I will understand the marking scheme for the higher-level paper.
• I will be guided on how to prepare for paper 1.

2. Revision Notes

Marks awarded
Paper 1 
Comprehension
50 marks for A – Comprehension
50 marks for B – Short writing task
Composition
100 marks awarded

Paper 2
60 marks
Single Text 
70 marks
Comparative Study
70 marks
Poetry - unseen poetry 20 / prescribed poetry 50

Paper 1 
200 Marks

Paper 2 
200 Marks
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Examining the five language genres
Paper one requires students to know the difference between five language genres and to be able to write 
a composition in the genre appropriate to the set task.
Language of Information
Language of Persuasion
Language of Argument
Language of Narration
Language of Aesthetics

Paper 2
Single Text – 60 marks
There is a prescribed list every year and you study one text. This is normally a Shakespearean text.
The Comparative Study – 70 Marks
You normally study a novel, a drama and a film text and examine them using the following modes:

Higher Level Modes
(i) Theme or Issue 
(ii) Cultural Context 
(iii) General Vision and Viewpoint
(iv) Literary Genre

-Three modes are prescribed per year and two modes are examined in the exam. 

Poetry – unseen and prescribed poetry – 70 Marks
Every year there are eight poets prescribed. You normally study 5-6 and four poets appear on the paper.
There is also questions to answer on an unseen poem. 

Marking Scheme 
Clarity of Purpose (P) 30% of the marks available for the task.
Coherence of Delivery (C) 30% of the marks available for the task.
Efficiency of Language (L) 30% of the marks available for the task.
Accuracy of Mechanics (M) 10% of the marks available for the task.

Clarity of Purpose (P) 
30% of the marks available for the task.
To display a clear and purposeful engagement with the set task.
Simply put, this means you must answer the question you are asked.

Coherence of Delivery (C) 
30% of the marks available for the task.
Can you sustain your response to an answer in an effective manner over the entire answer?
You must organise your ideas, use appropriate examples and have a logical approach to 
answering the question asked.

Efficiency of Language (L) 
30% of the marks available for the task.
-This means the management and control of language to achieve clear communication.
-Vary your vocabulary.
-To improve in this section you must read. The more you read the more you will develop your vocabulary.

Accuracy of Mechanics (M) 
10% of the marks available for the task. 
Spelling and Grammar
For more on the marking scheme, go to examinations.ie and look up the marking schemes for LC HL English.
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Where do we go from here?
-Get a set of exam papers
-Bookmark examinations.ie
-Print out your notes
-READ – as much as possible – Novels, articles etc.

Read some of the articles on your newsfeed.
Subscribe to The Irish Times and The Guardian online.
Ask friends for book recommendations.

Novels you might like to read in no particular order…
Normal People by Sally Rooney
Conversations With Friends by Sally Rooney (obvious choices, I know)
If you like these, you will also love
Solace by Belinda McKeon 
Tender by Belinda McKeon
The Country Girls Trilogy by Edna O’Brien 

A selection of books by writers of renown:
The Little Friend
The Secret History
The Goldfinch – all by Donna Tartt

The Border Trilogy
The Road
By Cormac McCarthy

True Believers
Desperadoes
Cowboys and Indians
Star of the Sea
Redemption Falls By Joseph O’Connor 

Books that will keep you reading into the night:
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng
The Girl On The Train by Paula Hawkins
The Party by Elizabeth Day
Where The Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens

Classic reads
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
The Catcher In The Rye by J.D. Salinger 
The Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce
The Grapes Of Wrath by John Steinbeck
Birdsong by Sebastian Faulks
Any Human Heart by William Boyd

Listen to a podcast:
 
Why not start with Serial (a true crime series) or This American Life. You could also check out The High Low if 
you are interested in discussion about events of the day. Desert Island Discs and The Adam Buxton Podcast both 
interview really interesting people. Link to articles on the best podcasts below:

https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/tv-radio-web/50-of-the-best-podcasts-to-listen-to-right-now-1.4224916
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https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2019/dec/31/miranda-sawyer-best-radio-podcasts-2019

Listen to an audio book:
 
If you find it difficult to read after a day of study, why not listen to an audio book. Audible is a great audio 
book platform. Books read by authors. It is subscription based but well worth it. 

Notes




