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1 English  |  Junior Cycle

Subject:  Junior Cycle English 
Teacher: Ms. Carroll

Week:    Week 1
Lesson:  Language & Comprehension

1.0 Learning Intentions

• To be able to use skills of comprehension.
• To understand language genres and how techniques used have different effects on a piece writing.
• To write clear answers, using appropriate supporting evidence.

1.1 Specification
CBA 1 - Oral Communication
CBA 2 – Collection of Texts
Assessment Task – 20 marks
Final Examination – 180 marks – 2 hours

“Students will sit a two-hour written examination paper. They will be required to engage with, demonstrate 
comprehension of, and respond to stimulus material. The content and format of the examination papers may vary 
from year to year. In any year, the learning outcomes to be assessed will constitute a sample of the outcomes from 
the tables of learning outcomes.”

From the list of prescribed texts students must study:
• Two novels
• Two drama texts
• A film from the prescribed list of films
• A variety of non-literary texts including texts in oral format
• A selection of poetry (a minimum of 16 poems over the two years)
• A number of short stories.

The texts we will be exploring are:

Of Mice and Men – John Steinbeck
To Kill a Mockingbird – Harper Lee

Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare
Blood Brothers – Willy Russell 

ET – directed by Stephen Spielberg
Sing Street – directed by John Carney

1.2 Chief Examiner’s Report

The Chief Examiner’s Report provide a review of the performance of candidates in the examinations and detailed 
analysis of the standards of answering

At all times candidates should be conscious of recognising register and appreciating audience; it is important to be 
conscious of the audience that a piece of writing is addressing. Every effort should be made to use language and 
register appropriate to a specific task.
“When answering questions on style or language techniques in any genre, candidates are encouraged to explore 
the relationship between technique and meaning. Recognising and identifying a feature of language in writing 
should be seen as only a starting point. A deeper exploration of the impact or effect or effectiveness of a writer’s use 
of that technique should be the corollary.” 
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1.3 Exercise
The following tasks are directly from the lesson. Use the notes to test yourself and sample answers will 
be provided in the lesson.

Task 1 - Read the following extract.  Do you think this is a good example of the language of information?

Task 2 - Read the following extract. Do you think this is 
a good example of the language of argument?

In recognition of the fact that “Fortnite” has quickly 
become one of the most popular video games in the 
world – one played by more than 125 million players 
– I decided to play the game myself in an attempt to 
understand its widespread appeal.

As a parent and as a political theorist who focuses 
on education and its impact on democratic society, I 
couldn’t help but notice how much the game seems 
to teach children the wrong lessons about how to 
function as an adult and interact with others. Society 
should think about the health consequences of having 
children play violent video games for long stretches 
of time. In 2011, researchers at the Indiana University 

School of Medicine performed an analysis of the brains of a group of men with low past exposure to violent 
video games. Half the group then played a shooting video game for 10 hours in a week, while the control 
group did not. When the researchers did a brain analysis after two weeks, they discovered that the group 
that played violent video games showed less activation in the parts of the brain that control emotion and 
aggressive behaviour. According to the lead researcher, Yang Wang, “These findings indicate that violent 
video game play has a long-term effect on brain functioning.”“Fortnite” may not be the only violent video 
game that emphasizes individualism and survival. But given its current popularity and appeal on the 
planet, it pays to examine its effect on the individuals who will make up society as a whole.

Task 3 - Read the following extract. Do you think this is a good example of the language of persuasion?
My message is that we’ll be watching you.
This is all wrong. I shouldn’t be up here. I should be back in school on the other side of the ocean. Yet you 
all come to us young people for hope. How dare you!
You have stolen my dreams and my childhood with your empty words. And yet I’m one of the lucky ones. 
People are suffering. People are dying. Entire ecosystems are collapsing. We are in the beginning of a 
mass extinction, and all you can talk about is money and fairy tales of eternal economic growth. How 
dare you!
For more than 30 years, the science has been crystal clear. How dare you continue to look away and come 
here saying that you’re doing enough, when the politics and solutions needed are still nowhere in sight.
You say you hear us and that you understand the urgency. But no matter how sad and angry I am, I do 
not want to believe that. Because if you really understood the situation and still kept on failing to act, then 
you would be evil. And that I refuse to believe.
The popular idea of cutting our emissions in half in 10 years only gives us a 50% chance of staying below 
1.5 degrees [Celsius], and the risk of setting off irreversible chain reactions beyond human control.

Task 4 - Read the following extract. Do you think this is a good example of the language of narration?
The dark came into the room from the little window that opened in the side of The Hill; the firelight 
flickered- it was April-and still they played on, while the shadow of Gandalf’s beard wagged against the 
wall. 
The dark filled all the room, and the fire died down, and the shadows were lost, and still they played on. 
And suddenly first one and then another began to sing as they played, deep-throated singing of the 
dwarves in the deep places of their ancient homes. 
Then something Tookish (adventurous) woke up inside him, and he wished to go and see the great 
mountains, and hear the pine-trees and the waterfalls, and explore the caves, and wear a sword instead 
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of a walking-stick. He looked out of the window. The stars were out in a dark sky above the trees. He thought 
of the jewels of the dwarves shining in dark caverns. Suddenly in the wood beyond The Water a flame leapt up 
probably somebody lighting a wood-fire-and he thought of plundering dragons settling on his quiet Hill and 
kindling it all to flames. He shuddered; and very quickly he was plain Mr. Baggins of Bag-End, Under-Hill, again. 

Task 5 - Read the following extract. Do you think this is a good example of the aesthetic use of language?
A few miles south of Soledad, the Salinas River drops in close to the hillside bank and runs deep and green. The 
water is warm too, for it has slipped twinkling over the yellow sands in the sunlight before reaching the narrow 
pool. On one side of the river the golden foothill slopes curve up to the strong and rocky Gabilan Mountains, 
but on the valley side the water is lined with trees- willows fresh and green with every spring, carrying in their 
lower leaf junctures the debris of the winter’s flooding; and sycamores with mottled, white, recumbent limbs and 
branches that arch over the pool. On the sandy bank under the trees the leaves lie deep and so crisp that a lizard 
makes a great skittering if he runs among them. Rabbits come out of the brush to sit on the sand in the evening, 
and the damp flats are covered with the night tracks of ‘coons, and with the spread pads of dogs from the ranches, 
and with the split-wedge tracks of deer that come to drink in the dark. 

1.4 Notes
Language Types
When writing it is important to keep in mind the purpose of the task. 
Is your goal to inform the reader or are you trying to create vivid imagery in the mind of the reader? Depending 
on what our goal is, we use different types of language. However, there is also a lot of overlap when it comes to 
writing. An understanding of the styles of writing and the techniques used in each of the language types listed 
below will improve your ability to understand comprehension extracts and will also aid you in your own writing 
process. 
Language of Information
-To inform the reader
-Information that is backed up.
-Use of facts and statistics
-Must be structured in a logical manner with information clear and concise. 
Language of persuasion
-To persuade the reader through emotional manipulation.
-The reader is made feel a certain by the material presented.
Language of argument
-To persuade the reader in a logical and rational manner.
-Ideas follow in a logical order, each further strengthening your argument.
Language of description
-Painting a picture with words.
Aesthetic language
-The use of language in a beautiful way, to evoke pleasure.
___________________________________________________

Remember it is important to back up your point with specific reference to/quotation from the text.

Example
Q. Based on what you have read in the above script, explain whether you would or you would not like to listen to 
the entire documentary, Fantastic Beasts and the People who Love Them. Refer to aspects of the script to support 
your response.

Yes I would like to listen to the entire documentary as I found the content very interesting. I enjoy the theme of 
fantasy and mythology. Shane Dunphy  provides us with information about what he has done in the past, ‘swum 
with seals and dolphins’ and ‘gone into the mountains to find wild boar’ .

 He seems like a fascinating person that is very curious to learn about the world. When he speaks about the lake 
on Omey he creates beautiful imagery while creating sense of mystery. This arouses my curiosity and makes me 
want to listen to the documentary. The fact that the extract ends of a cliff hanger entices me further. 
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Clear statement
Making it clear that I am specifically referencing the text
Quotation
Specific reference to the text and the impact of it on the reader
Restating my initial point therefore fully addressing the question.

1.6 Homework Task

 


