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After this week’s lesson you will be able to;

I.  Be Familiar with the layout for both the Higher and Ordinary level papers
Il.  Understand the Document question
I1l.  Know what is involved in the Research Topic
IV.  Understand what topics we will be studying for your Leaving Certificate exam.
V.  Know how to use a Timeline
VI.  Learn how to plan an essay

Historical Sources can be divide into two main categories:

Primary Sources

A Primary Source provides first hand evidence. They are composed or made at the event took place.
Examples of primary sources include diaries, photographs, letters, interviews given or books written by those
who witness the events firsthand.

: Disnduunhgas

First Hand Knowledge
Captures the Mood of the

May be Biased

2. Is not objective only tells ene side of
the story

3. May only record what they want

peaple fo remember

time
Can express the views of
ordinary people

Secondary Sources

Secondary Sources involves information which is gathered by someone who did not witness the events that
they are examining. Your History textbook is the perfect example of a Secondary source. They are normally
written from a study of various Primary sources and may also take account of the interpretations of historians
that have studied the period under question.
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Disndvunfag es

Less Likely fo be biased. . Can not fully capture the Moed of the fime.

. Takes account of different . Primary sources as evidence have more of an
sides to the sfory. impact than secondary seurces in changing our
Can judge an evenf or person views/fopiniens on historical events and figures.
by looking at their impact over . Modern Historians may view the past using fodays
a period of time. moral compass therefore judging people and the

events out of context.

i It is important fo remember that just because a source is Primary, that does not necessarily
| mean that it is autematically "better’ er mere ‘reliable’ than a secendary source.

Historical Sources: To Trust or not to Trust?

All sources of historical evidence must be analysed to determine their reliability. It is important therefore to
check sources for examples of the following:
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| Giving preference to a particular viewpeint.
' _

, Presenting the infermation in a way, which does not give faveur o one
| particular viewpoint,

Objectivity

. Giving equal infermation an the varieus interpretfations of an
Balance ! event.

i An account where the source gives their ewn personal

ubjectivit :
Sub) L opinian/paint of view.
! Official government communications fo the public that are designed to
i influence opinion. The informatien may be true er false, but it is
Propaganda | always carefully selected and possibly exaggerated for its political

effect.
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il Step 2
Write "Plan” at the

i top of your paper

& with the question
number beside it

Step 4
| Divide the rest of your page into seven different paragraphs. Along with the

intreduction and conclusion, split your essay inte five main areas that you will
talk about in order to answer the question asked of you.

| LIntroduction - &) "Your introduction can be enhanced by starting with a

| quotation from a Famous historical figure frem the time that you are studying”
B) Refer directly to the question that you have been asked.
C) State what the central areas are that you will be talking about in the

| course of your answer.

2.Title = Each cne of the areas that you will talk about in your essay
should be given a title, try to narrow it dewn to five key areas that you will
| discuss in answering the gquestion.

3.Title = Make sure that you have addressed each of the title in part C’ of
your introductory Paragraph.
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4.Title = Plan out each paragraph using the paragraph title as a means of
| brainstorming information that you ceuld include as part of your essay.

5.Title = Refer to the essay title at the start of each paragraph to
maintain a focus on the question you have been asked.

= e

6.Title = You should aim to have at least 30 significant Histerical points to
achieve a top score in the Cumulative Marks which is marked out of 0% of
the total marks for the essay. The other 40% of marks will be en offer for
 Overall Impression which will reguire you to have a focused, logical response to
the essay question.

l T.Conclusion = A) Refer fo the question that you have been asked tfo
discuss.

B) State the main areas of your essay that you have talked about in the course
of your answer.

C) What was the historical significance of the events you have studied en the
country/Person/ete concerned
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1. Have I written down the full title of my research study in the booklet?
2. Is the subject of my research clearly and concisely stated in my title?
3. Have I included the date parameters of my research study in the title?
4. Are the dates of my research study located in the period before 1993 if my
subject relates to Irish history or before 1992 if my subject relates to the
history of Europe and the wider world?

Outline Plan:

5. Have I responded to each of the requirements laid down for the Outline Plan?
a. Define and justify the proposed subject of study;
b. Identify the aims;
c. Identify the intended approach;
6. Cite at least two sources at Ordinary level or at least three at Higher level.
7. Have I ensured that the aims [ have set down are sufficiently focused on my subject?
8. Have I ensured that at least one of my sources is written by an historian?
9. Have I cited my sources fully and accurately?
10. Have I cited any website source that I used fully and accurately?
11. Have I completed my Outline Plan on the relevant page of the booklet?

The Evaluation of the Sources:

12. Have I evaluated each of the sources that I cited fully in my Outline Plan?

13. Have [ commented on the relevance of each source to the subject of my study?
14. Have [ commented on the strength and weaknesses of each source to the
subject of my study?

15. Have I completed the Evaluation of the Sources on the relevant page of the
booklet?

The Extended Essay:

16. Have I set down my findings and conclusions under the appropriate heading in a coherent manner,
with a clear introduction and conclusion, and a line of logical development in between?

17. Have I addressed in my essay the aims that I set down in my Outline Plan?

18. Have I ensured that the essay is sufficiently focused on the title of my study?

19. Have Il included a review of the research process in my essay?

20. Have I made clear in my review how useful the research process [ undertook

was in addressing the aims laid down in my Outline Plan?

21. Have I ensured that my review is specific to the subject of my research study?

22.Have I ensured that my Extended Essay consists of 1200-1500 words HL/

600-800 words OL, including my review?

23. Have I written the word length of my Extended Essay in the appropriate space

on the cover of the booklet?

Finally:

24. Have I kept notes and rough drafts prepared as part of the research study, including tapes and/or
transcripts of oral history testimony (where appropriate)?

25. Have I submitted my report to my teacher and signed the appropriate form?
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ﬁ COIMISIUN NA SCRUDUITHE STAIT
State Examinations Commission

Le lionadh ag an iarrihiir! To be completed by the candidate:

Uimahir seriduithe
Examination number

[Blizin am i atais
Yea of submission

Leibhéal an seridaithe: Ard néd Gndth
Examination level: Higher or Osdinary o .
LLion na bhiocal san aiste fhada

Number of words in extended essay

SCRUDUNA hARDTEISTIMEIREACHTA
LEAVING CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

Stair - History

Tuarasedil ar an Staidéar Taighde
Research Study Report

Ardleibhéal agus Guithleibhéal
Higher and Ordinary Level

(100 mare - 100 marks)

Dan scriidaich coir ambdin' For examines's use only:

Plean Imlincach
Outline Plan

Messidireachi ar na Foinsi
Evaluation of Sources

Aiste Fhada
Exiended Essa

lomlin
Total

PLEAN IMLINEACH (15 marc) —
OUTLINE PLAN (15 marks) orts wecaly

S Ciamhn | Seriach
Exiadv | appis
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Ba chbir (éachaing ar na treoirlinte & 'iamihdird, ath srnas lesthansigh oil, suls dtugann 1
faom leabhrin scoa lionadh
Before beginning 1o fill the bookla, pleas see guidelines for candidaics on the back

pages

TEIDEAL AN STAIDEIR
TITLE OF THE STUDY

Scriobh sios ansco teidesl iomlin do Stsidéir Thaighde agus nadital s bhainesnn leis, mis cul
Write below the full tile, and date paramaten where approptiate, of yous Rescanch Study

AISTE FHADA (60 marc)
EXTENDED ESSAY (60 marks)

Do Oy Amshii
Office use mby

ScrComh S Ach
Exibdr  |AppEx
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Adjustments for 2026 Examination

LEVEL

Higher

RSR (RESEARCH STUDY REPORT)

WRITTEN EXAMINATION

Section 1: Documents-Based Question (100
marks).

Section 2: Answer one question from one topic
on Irish History (100m).

Section 3: Answer one question from each of
two topics on Europe and the Wider World (2
x 100m).

A\D IVIE TN OR 2026
RSR (RESEARCH STUDY REPORT)
No adjustment.

As the briefs for this coursework issued in the
2024/25 school year, the normal timelines for
completion apply.

WRITTEN EXAMINATION

Candidates may answer the paper in the usual
way, if they wish.

OR

Section 1: answer the DBQ as normal.
Sections 2 and 3: answer three questions from
two topics in Section 2: Ireland and Section 3:
Europe and the Wider World, as set out below.
This means that candidates would answer two
questions from one of their chosen topics. A
candidate could decide to answer one of the
following combinations:

+  Two answers from one Irish topic and one
answer from a topic in Europe and the
Wider World.

e One answer from one Irish topic and two
answers from one topic in Europe and the
Wider World.

*  All three answers from two topics in
Europe and the Wider World.



