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1.0 Learning Intentions 

 

Subject:  Leaving Certificate History  

Teacher: Mr Kelly 

Week:    Lesson 1  

Lesson:  Course Overview 

 

After this week’s lesson you will be able to; 

  

I. Be Familiar with the layout for both the Higher and Ordinary level papers 

II. Understand the Document question 

III. Know what is involved in the Research Topic 

IV. Understand what topics we will be studying for your Leaving Certificate exam. 

V. Know how to use a Timeline 

VI. Learn how to plan an essay 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

1.1 Sources 
 

Historical Sources can be divide into two main categories: 

 

Primary Sources 
 

A Primary Source provides first hand evidence. They are composed or made at the event took place. 

Examples of primary sources include diaries, photographs, letters, interviews given or books written by those 

who witness the events firsthand.      

       

 
 
 

Secondary Sources      
 

Secondary Sources involves information which is gathered by someone who did not witness the events that 

they are examining. Your History textbook is the perfect example of a Secondary source. They are normally 

written from a study of various Primary sources and may also take account of the interpretations of historians 

that have studied the period under question. 
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Historical Sources: To Trust or not to Trust? 
 
All sources of historical evidence must be analysed to determine their reliability. It is important therefore to 

check sources for examples of the following: 
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1.2 How to answer a Leaving Certificate Question 
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Use this checklist to ensure that you have completed the research study as required.  
Title:  

1. Have I written down the full title of my research study in the booklet?  
2. Is the subject of my research clearly and concisely stated in my title?  
3. Have I included the date parameters of my research study in the title?  
4. Are the dates of my research study located in the period before 1993 if my  

subject relates to Irish history or before 1992 if my subject relates to the  
history of Europe and the wider world?  

 
Outline Plan:  
 
5. Have I responded to each of the requirements laid down for the Outline Plan? 
  a. Define and justify the proposed subject of study; 
  b. Identify the aims; 
  c. Identify the intended approach;  
6. Cite at least two sources at Ordinary level or at least three at Higher level.  
7.  Have I ensured that the aims I have set down are sufficiently focused on my subject?  
8. Have I ensured that at least one of my sources is written by an historian?  
9.  Have I cited my sources fully and accurately?  
10. Have I cited any website source that I used fully and accurately?  
11. Have I completed my Outline Plan on the relevant page of the booklet?  
 
The Evaluation of the Sources:  
12. Have I evaluated each of the sources that I cited fully in my Outline Plan? 
13. Have I commented on the relevance of each source to the subject of my study?  
14. Have I commented on the strength and weaknesses of each source to the  
subject of my study? 
15. Have I completed the Evaluation of the Sources on the relevant page of the  
booklet?  
 
The Extended Essay:  
16. Have I set down my findings and conclusions under the appropriate heading in a coherent manner,  
      with a clear introduction and conclusion, and a line of logical development in between?  
17. Have I addressed in my essay the aims that I set down in my Outline Plan?  
18. Have I ensured that the essay is sufficiently focused on the title of my study?  
19. Have I included a review of the research process in my essay?  
20. Have I made clear in my review how useful the research process I undertook  
was in addressing the aims laid down in my Outline Plan?  
21. Have I ensured that my review is specific to the subject of my research study?  
22. Have I ensured that my Extended Essay consists of 1200-1500 words HL/  
600-800 words OL, including my review?  
23. Have I written the word length of my Extended Essay in the appropriate space  
on the cover of the booklet?  
 
Finally:  
24. Have I kept notes and rough drafts prepared as part of the research study, including tapes and/or 
transcripts of oral history testimony (where appropriate)?  
25. Have I submitted my report to my teacher and signed the appropriate form?  
 
 

Final Checklist for the Research Study 
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Research Topic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Adjustments for 2026 Examination 


