
169 English (Higher level)  |  Leaving Certificate 

Subject : English
Teacher : Ms Kelly

Lesson: 27
Overview of Paper 1
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1. Learning Intentions

2. Revision Notes

 ❒ I will look at the structure and content of paper 1, using the 2022 paper.

 ❒ I will understand the breakdown of the PCLM marking scheme. 

 ❒ I will be introduced to the recommended timing guidelines. 

 ❒ I will look at some sample answers to understand the PCLM marking scheme.

 ❒ I will look at how you plan an answer. 

 ❒ I will look at how to prepare for paper 1. 

Language Genres:
 ❒ Language of Information

 ❒ Language of Persuasion

 ❒ Language of Argument

 ❒ Language of Narration

 ❒ Language of Aesthetics
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Paper 1 

200 Marks

Paper 2

200 Marks

Paper 1 

140 Marks

Paper 2

140 Marks
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Paper 1

Remember to spend 5 minutes going through the paper at the start of the exam.

50 for QA – Comprehension
 ❒ Three texts to choose from. You answer one QA.
 ❒ Spend approximately 45 mins on this section. 

50 for QB – Short writing Task
 ❒ You answer one QB. You do not do a QA and QB from the same text. 
 ❒ Spend approximately 40 mins on this section. 

Composition
 ❒ 100 marks for your composition.
 ❒ Spend approximately 70 mins on this section.
 ❒ Spend 10 minutes reading over your essay and other answers once you have completed all your answers.

Marking Scheme 
Clarity of Purpose (P) 30% of the marks available for the task.
Coherence of Delivery (C) 30% of the marks available for the task.
Efficiency of Language (L) 30% of the marks available for the task.
Accuracy of Mechanics (M) 10% of the marks available for the task.

Clarity of Purpose (P) 
30% of the marks available for the task.

 ❒ To display a clear and purposeful engagement with the set task.
 ❒ Simply put, this means you must answer the question you are asked.

Coherence of Delivery (C) 
30% of the marks available for the task.

 ❒ Can you sustain your response to an answer in an effective manner over the entire answer?
 ❒ You must organise your ideas, use appropriate examples and have a logical approach to answering the 

question asked.

Efficiency of Language (L) 
30% of the marks available for the task.

 ❒ This means the management and control of language to achieve clear communication.
 ❒ Vary your vocabulary.
 ❒ To improve in this section you must read. The more you read the more you will develop your vocabulary.

Accuracy of Mechanics (M) 
10% of the marks available for the task. 

 ❒ Spelling and Grammar

Comprehension
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Calrity of 
Purpose

Engagement with the 
set task

e.g reievance, focus, 
origniality, freshness, 
evidence of critical 
literacy (where 
approperiate), clear aim, 
understanding of genre

Percentage 
Weighting

30

Coherence of 
Delivery

Ability to sustain the 
response over the entire 
answer

Where oppropriate:
countinuity of argument, 
sequencing, 
management of ideas, 
choice of reference, use 
of examples,
engagement with texts, 
control of register and 
shape, creative model-
ling

30

Efficiency of 
Language use

Management and 
control of Language to 
achieve clear communi-
cation

e.g. Vocabulary, 
syntax, sentence 
patterns, punctuation 
appropriate to the 
register, use of lively 
interesting phrasing, 
energy, style, fluency 
appropriate to the ask

10

Accuracy of 
Machanics

Spelling 

Grammar

e.g.
appropriate level of
accuracy in spelling 

grammatical patterns 
appropriate to the
register

10
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TEXT 1 – A YOUNG POET’S POWERFUL VOICE
This text is adapted from a feature article by Meadhbh McGrath entitled, Poet. Fashion icon.
Future president?. It originally appeared in the magazine section of a weekend newspaper.

COMPREHENDINGSECTION 1 (40 marks)

On that chilly inauguration day in January, audiences 
tuned in to see Joe Biden being sworn in as US 
president, but it was Amanda Gorman, the youngest 
inaugural poet in US history, who really stole the show. 
Dressed in a sunshine yellow coat and scarlet satin 
headband, the young poet delivered a mesmerising 
five-minute reading of The Hill We Climb. The poem – 
parts of which Gorman had written on the night of the 
US Capitol riots – began with the question: “When day 
comes we ask ourselves, where can we find light in this 
never-ending shade?”. It was about national unity and 
reconciliation, but Gorman’s work also reckoned with 
the pain of America’s past and present, and looked 
optimistically towards its future, capturing the mood of 
a country reeling from a deadly pandemic, stark political 
divisions and domestic terrorism.

The inauguration was a rare moment where a poem 
made international headlines, showing how poetry, 
rather than being a solitary occupation or the tiresome 
homework suffered through at school, can bring people 
together by interrogating and articulating our shared 
feelings, fears and insecurities. It was also a moment 
that catapulted Gorman to global fame. By the following 
day, she had gained two million new Instagram followers 
and pre-sales had pushed her two books to numbers 
1 and 2 on Amazon’s bestseller list, despite not being 
due for publication until later in the year. Less than 
three weeks later, she became the first poet to perform 
at the Super Bowl, reciting a poem honouring frontline 
workers. Gorman also signed a modelling deal and 
became the first poet to grace the cover of American 
Vogue.

She has promised to run for president in 2036 – the 
year in which she will be old enough to run – earning 
unofficial endorsements from 

Hillary Clinton and 
Michelle Obama. She 
is already working on 
her second children’s 
book, part of a four-
book publishing deal. 

To top it all off, she co-chaired the Met Gala Ball, the 
fashion world’s biggest night out, alongside Billie Eilish 
and Timothée Chalamet, an experience Gorman likened 
to “Cinderella going to the ball”.

2021 was an astonishing year for Gorman, who 
described her background in The Hill We Climb as “a 
skinny Black girl, descended from slaves and raised by 
a single mother”. Born in 1998 in Los Angeles, Gorman 
was diagnosed with auditory processing disorder as 
a child which resulted in a speech impediment. She 
has credited this with enhancing her sensitivity to the 
sounds of language – she began writing at a young age, 
she has said, “as a form of selfexpression, to get my 
voice on the page”.

Gorman’s talent was evident early on, as was her 
dedication to activism: she and her sister staged a 
demonstration in school to highlight the lack of diversity 
in their English class’s syllabus and at 16 years of age 
Gorman founded a non-profit organisation called One
Pen One Page, which runs youth literacy programmes. 
In the same year, she was named youth poet laureate 
of Los Angeles, and three years later, while studying 
sociology at Harvard, she became the first national 
youth poet laureate. Gorman has said she saw her task 
on inauguration day as “a cleansing by way of words”. 
While acknowledging the “harsh truths” of the country’s 
problems, she has said she wanted “to use my words 
to envision a way in which our country can still come 
together and can still heal”, offering hope and possibility 
to those watching. Gorman keenly understands the 
emotional power of poetry, and how moments of intense 
feeling call for a heightened form of expression. She also 
understands that poetry doesn’t need to be oblique or 
formally difficult to make an impact: her writing is clear-
eyed and direct, tightly crafted and accessible.

Gorman’s vivid recital captivated viewers by drawing 
on the tradition of spoken-word poetry, which treats 
poems as performances. The style can be traced back 
through a long history of Black art forms, including rap, 
church oratory, religious spirituals and oral folk tales. 
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The activist side of spoken word poetry is rooted 
in the Black Arts and Black Power movements of 
the 1960s.
Though Gorman’s work may be less radical, it relies 
on the same spontaneity of live performance, using 
the rhythm and melody of her delivery to temper 
the uncomfortable message of her words. It turned 
her poem into an event, a collective experience for 
the audience and a powerful showcase for what 
poetry can do. That moment also opened up the 
world of poetry to people who may have hitherto 
felt excluded from it. As a young Black woman with 
a speech impediment, Gorman showed that poetry 
is a space for everyone.

Gorman’s thoughtfulness extends to her styling. 
She recognises that fashion is itself a storytelling 
device. The Met Gala confirmed her status as a new 
kind of style icon. During 2021, she turned down 
$17 million in brand deals and she is wary of being 
seen as a model or fashion influencer. She said 
she won’t be posting party photos or pool selfies 
on her social media, conscious of how they might 
impact on a future political career. With several 
decades in public life ahead of her, Gorman’s star – 
already high – will only continue to rise.

N.B. Answer only ONE question in Section I, either one Question A OR one Question B on one text.

QUESTION A – 40 Marks
(i) Based on your reading of TEXT 1, explain three insights you gain into the power of poetry.

Support your answer with reference to the text.       (10)

(ii) Amanda Gorman’s status as a powerful young voice was bolstered by her performance at the US 
presidential inauguration. Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree that a diversity of youthful 
voices should be represented in public debate on all important issues in Irish society.

             (10)
(iii)  Identify four elements of the writer’s style, evident in the edited article above, and discuss how  these 

stylistic elements helped to shape your impression of Amanda Gorman both as a poet and as a person. 
Support your answer with reference to TEXT 1.       (20)

QUESTION B – 40 Marks
Some students believe that the study of poetry should be an optional rather than a compulsory element 
of the Leaving Certificate English course. Write an open letter, to be published on a popular social media 
platform, to encourage discussion on this topic. In your open letter you should: explain what, if any, value 
you found in the study of poetry as part of your Leaving Certificate English course, explore the reasons why 
you think the study of poetry should be an optional or a compulsory element of Leaving Certificate English 
in the future and seek to anticipate and refute views that might potentially be offered in opposition to your 
chosen stance.

En
gl

ish
  |

  L
ea

vi
ng

 C
er

tifi
ca

te
  L

ES
SO

N
  2

7



175 English (Higher level)  |  Leaving Certificate 

SAMPLE ANSWER
In this piece by Meadhbh McGrath entitled “Poet. Fashion Icon. Future president?”, she puts forward a number 
of interesting ideas about poetry. The first being that it can be a uniting force for good, that it can communicate 
powerful emotions and, in turn, allow people to make sense of their feelings. 

P1 (Point, Explain, Quote): Writing about Amanda Gorman’s recitation at the inauguration of Joe Biden as President 
of America, McGrath discusses how her performance and her poem had the power to unite people through a shared 
interaction with a piece of art. Her poem “The Hill We Climb” dealt with issues of the day and it was a connecting 
piece and proved once again that poetry, in all its forms, has the ability to “bring people together”.

P2: She also talks about Gorman’s understanding of the power of words to heal and help people connect with their 
emotions: “Gorman keenly understands the emotional power of poetry and how moments of intense feeling call for 
a heightened form of expression.”

P3: Finally, she also understands that this shared experience of reading allows for a powerful lesson. It turns poetry 
from being “a solitary occupation” to being something that can be enjoyed by all because it is a way of helping us 
understand ourselves. Poetry, she writes “can bring people together by interrogating and articulating our shared 
feelings, fears and insecurities”. I, too, believe that this is the true power of poetry. 

QA 

 ❒ Read the questions first. Underline the relevant sections. 

 ❒ Read the text carefully with your pen and mark out relevant sections.

 ❒ Be sure to answer the question.

 ❒ Be sure to quote from the text to support your answer.

 ❒ Reference the text and author in the first answer and refer to the author using his or her full name or second 
name only. No first names!

 ❒ Spend approximately 40-45 mins on this section.

 ❒ 10-12 mins on questions (i) and (ii) and 15-18 mins on question (iii)
Aim for 3/4-1 page for a 15-mark answer and 1-1.5 pages for the 20-mark answer.

QUESTION B – 40 Marks
You have been invited to contribute to a podcast series entitled, The Music Playing in Me. The series will explore the 
importance of music in the lives of individuals. Write the text for the podcast in which you: reflect on the importance 
of music in your life, discuss some of the particular pieces of music (songs, albums, etc.) that make up the soundtrack 
to your own life and share the thoughts and feelings this music evokes in you.
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PLAN
 ❒ Be aware of register – conversational.
 ❒ Acknowledge a rapport with your listeners.
 ❒ Show awareness of the genre, perhaps introduce a sponsor.
 ❒ Complete all tasks.

SAMPLE ANSWER

Intro:

Hello there music lovers. My name is Jemima Jones and it is my very great privilege to be hosting today’s 
episode of “The Music Playing In Me”. I am sure, like me, you really enjoyed the last episode when Muireann 
O’Connell talked about the music that makes her heart sing. I will be following the established format 
(acknowledge regular listeners) in which I talk about the importance of music in my life, my desert island 
discs and other thoughts I have on the joy that is music. (Introduce points) However, before I begin, let me 
thank Music Man, today’s sponsor. Music Man is the one-stop shop for all your vinyl. Visit musicman.ie to 
check out the latest American imports to land in store this week. 

Task 1 – The importance of music in your life 
I vividly remember the day I came of pop age. I was seven years old and Cyndi Lauper’s “Girls Just Want To 
Have Fun” came on the radio. I remember pushing a chair over to the counter so I could reach the radio in 
order to turn it up. Loud. I didn’t understand all of the lyrics but I knew what the chorus meant and agreed 
wholeheartedly with it. The fact that this message was being conveyed using a catchy earworm of a melody 
made it all the more joyous. That was it. That was the start of my love affair with music. From then on in, Top 
of the Pops on Thursday nights became the highlight of my week. I am sure you all have your own memories 
of TOTP as it became. Mine is of my mother reminding me that it was Thursday and that it was “Top Of 
The Pops Day!”. Eventually music became the soundtrack to my everyday – getting me up in the morning, 
making my commutes bearable and helping me unwind in the evenings.

Task 2 – Important songs and why
Task 3 – Further thoughts

QB
Plan!
 ❒ Include all the tasks.

 ❒ Remember the format.

 ❒ Be aware of your audience.

 ❒ Use the correct language genre and register.

 ❒ Spend approx. 40 mins on this section

 ❒ Aim to write about 2-2.5 pages
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SECTION II     COMPOSING    (100 marks)

Write a composition on any one of the assignments that appear in bold print below.
Each composition carries 100 marks.
The composition assignments are intended to reflect language study in the areas of information, argument, 
persuasion, narration, and the aesthetic use of language.

1. In TEXT 2, Tom Gatti suggests that albums can become “faithful companions” in our lives.

Write a personal essay in which you identify some of the items or objects that have become “faithful 
companions” in your life and reflect on the importance of these items or objects to you.

2. In TEXT 1, we learn that Amanda Gorman may be a candidate in the American presidential election in 2036. 

You are a candidate in the next election for the presidency of Ireland. Write a speech to b delivered during 
the election campaign, in which you outline the social and cultural values you would promote if elected and 
explain the perception of Ireland you would cultivate abroad, given the opportunity to do so.

3. In TEXT 3, a student, Dieter Knecht, undertakes the perilous rescue of Joseph Roth’s novel, Rebellion, from 
destruction in the Nazi book burning in Berlin in 1933. 

Write a short story in which the student featured in TEXT 3, Dieter Knecht, has a life changing experience 
as he attempts to rescue Joseph Roth’s denounced novel, Rebellion, from the Nazi supporters who wish to 
see it destroyed.

4. In TEXT 1, we learn that Amanda Gorman recognises that fashion is itself a storytelling device.

Write a feature article, for the magazine section of a weekend newspaper, in which you reflect on our 
fascination with all things fashionable and explore the stories we tell about ourselves, intentionally or 
unintentionally, through our fashion choices.

5. The theme of this examination paper is “Powerful Voices”.

Write a discursive essay in which you identify some of the powerful voices in modern life and discuss their 
influence on society.

6. In TEXT 3, the students in the story are described as “unlearning everything but the spirit of the nation”.

Write a personal essay in which you reflect on the value of engaging in all kinds of learning and the pleasure, 
satisfaction and personal growth that can be derived from doing so.

7. In TEXT 2, Ben Okri talks about, “the story at the plaintive heart of the music.”

Write a short story in which a piece of music or the lyrics of a song (or songs) play(s) an important part in 
the narrative.
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PERSONAL ESSAY
 ❒ A personal essay needs to be personal, descriptive and reflective. 

 ❒ Be sure to add depth and texture with anecdotes, quotes, cultural references etc.

 ❒ 5 Distinct points needed. 

PLAN
 ❒ Items/Objects 

 ❒ Faithful companions

 ❒ Think of five 

 ❒ Try not to think of the obvious. Be personal.

 ❒ Car

 ❒ Ear buds

 ❒ Running app

COMPOSITION
 ❒ Write practice essays.

 ❒ Know the genre that suits you.

 ❒ Plan!

 ❒ Choose the correct genre.

 ❒ Spend approximately 70 mins on this section. 10 minutes for planning

 ❒ Read over your essay at the end.

Where do we go from here?
 ❒ Get a set of exam papers.

 ❒  Bookmark examinations.ie

 ❒  Print out your notes

 ❒  READ – as much as possible.
Novels
Articles
Etc.

Get cultured!
 ❒ Read as much as possible!

 ❒ Read some of the articles on your newsfeed.

 ❒ Subscribe to The Irish Times and The Guardian online.

 ❒ Ask friends for book recommendations.

Listen to a podcast
 ❒ Why not start with Serial (a true crime series) or West Cork as an entry point.

 ❒ Desert Island Discs and The Adam Buxton Podcast both interview really interesting people.  

 ❒ Try the Doc on One podcast etc. 

 ❒ Link to articles on the best podcasts in the notes.
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 ❒ Google “best podcasts” to access links to features from various newspapers discussing the most popular 
podcasts out there. 

Listen to an audio book 
 ❒ If you find it difficult to read after a day of study, why not listen to an audio book. 

Audible is a great audio book platform.

 ❒ Books read by authors.

 ❒ It is subscription based but well worth it.
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